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The secret of being a successful scientist is ... pertinacity, high frustration

tolerance, and ingenuousness.

If I could be anyone for a day, I would be ... Leonardo da Vinci.

It 1 could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be ... Alexander von
Humboldt, Charles Darwin, and Isaac Newton.

M y favorite subject at school was ... Latin, although, unfortunately, one hardly perceives that today.
When 1 wake up I ... am very elliptical and start with coffee and reading duties/pleasures.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been ... from a very egoistical point of
view, the development of organometallic chemistry. But, of course, numerous others may be
mentioned.

My first experiment was ... growing large crystals of all types of salts; trying that with sugar
represented the first challenge.

I my spare time I ... try to make use of what Berlin has on offer.

If I could go back in time and do any experiment, it would be ... the one that led to the discovery of
ethylene polymerization by Karl Ziegler.

A good work day begins with ... a lot of degrees of freedom and the prospect of doing an exciting
experiment within the group.

My favorite composer is ... Johann Sebastian Bach.
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